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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Refections - 35 USC§102 

1. The fpUowing is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent iu the United States. 

2. Claims 1 - 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sartorio. 
Regarding claims 1 and 5, Sartorio discloses a structure for measuring machines or machine 

tools comprising a primary crossbeam 6 disposed between movable support elements 1 and 
supporting the tool or the machine component, a rigid secondary crossbeam 5 supported between 
the support elements, and a measuring unit 11 connected with the primary crossbeam and 
constructed to measure a deflection of the primary crossbeam relative to the secondary crossbeam 
(See Col. 3, lines 7-29). 

Regarding claim 2, the deflection is dependent on a weight and a force exerted on the tool or 
the machine component (See CoL 2, lines 31 - 35). 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, the secondary crossbeam and the primary crossbeam differ in 
rigidity (See Col. 4, lines 34 - 43). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sou^t to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
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skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 6 and Tare rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sartorio in 
view of Stutznacker. 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, Sartorio discloses all of the limitations of these claims except for a 
teaching that the measuring unit is constructed as a measuring instrument using laser triangulation. 
However, Stutznacker discloses a sewing machine for sewing stationary large surface material 
comprising crossbeams 6, 7 disposed between supporting members 1, 2 and sensors 55 - 59 for 
sensing distance (See Col 6, lines 21 - 29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sartorio according to the teachings of Stutznacker for the purpose of, 
measuring the distance position between a plurality of units to effect re-engagement means 
(coupling members) upon the selective change of predetermined distance (See Stutznacker, Col. 10, 
lines 54 - 59). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained thougji the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sougjit to be patented and die prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sartorio in view of 
Stutznacker, as applied to claims 1-7 above, and further in view of Halstrick. 
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Regarding claim 8, Sartorio and Stutznacker disclose all of the limitations of these claims 
except for a teaching that the secondary crossbeam includes a metallic surface. However, Halstrick 
discloses fastening for storage racks comprising crossbeams 14a disposed between upright posts 10 
wherein the crossbeams 14a are composed of sheet metal (See Col. 3, lines 24 - 30). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sartorio and Stutznacker according to the teachings of Halstrick for 
the purpose of, providing a storage mechanism which is simple to assemble, rigid in construction for 
carrying vertical loads and which is resistant to bending moments (See Halstrick, Col. 1, lines 34 - 
42). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Meline et al (4,607,531) disclose a torsional and axial strain measurement extensometer 
assembly. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to examiner Octavia Davis at 
telephone number (571) 272 - 2176. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursdays 
(9:00 - 5:00), Fridays off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz, can be reached on (571) 272 - 2180. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 
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